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A hooded merganser with seven young, in the waste pond at The Dunes Golf Course 
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This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  
Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   

Home phone  778 472 2014          EDITOR's  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://blscs.org/newsletters/> 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

 

The Main Benefits of Membership: 
!         Member ID cards for all members 
!         Free entry to our Exploration Room, events, shows, activities 
!         FREE or discounted admission to MOST Canadian science centres, including Science World       
      and the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre in Vancouver 
!         Discounts for Science and Robotics Camps / Clubs in Kamloops 
!         Voting privileges at the BIG Little Science Centre’s Annual General Meeting 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 
 

Drop-in Visit Information 
 
What is a Drop-in Visit?    
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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Saturday Schedule for June 
Susan Hammond 

 
All programs at 11am and at 1:30 

  
June 24: Static Electricity Show 
July 1: Closed at main centre. Visit the BIG Little Science Centre’s Travel Booth in 
Riverside Park, 9am to 6pm. 

 
 
 

BIG Little Science Centre 2017 Summer Camps 
 !
Camp 1: Junior Science Camp 
July 10th – July 14th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: Completed Kindergarten and up. 

Hands-on games, crafts, experiments, all with a science theme. 
 

Camp 2: Arduino Camp 
Learn practical coding and design/Make your own machines. 

July 17th – July 21th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 12 and up. 
The Arduino Camp will be run by a Computer Science Professor (Kevin O’Neil) from TRU. The Kids 
will use an Arduino board (basically a mini computer) as the base for a project where they will design 
and build a device that uses the Arduino board, sensors and other parts to create a solution to a problem. 
This camp is a step up from the Robotics Camp for older children 12 and up. 
 
Camp 3: Field Science Camp 
July 24th – July 28th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 10 and up. 

Future scientists join us for hands-on true science exploration! 
Animals, plants, environment, and more; in the lab and outside. 

 
Camp 4: Junior Science Camp #2 
Aug 14th – Aug 18th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: Completed Kindergarten and up. 

Hands-on games, crafts, experiments, all with a science theme. 
 

Camp 5: Robotics Camp 
Aug 21th – Aug 25th 2017 - 9:00AM - 3:00PM.  Ages: 10 and up. 

Design, build and program your own robots, PLUS enjoy 
extra coding, games, and robotic related activities. 

All Camps: $180 per week per child.  
Science centre members pay $170 per camp. 
Registration forms are online: blscs.org. 

 
For more information please contact Susan Hammond: susan@blscs.org, or call 250-554-2572. 
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Message to Volunteers from Gord Stewart 
 
Hello Volunteers, 
 
I hope June is going well for all of you. 
We have lots going on now and throughout the summer. Please see the instructions at the 
bottom of this email to set yourself up to see all of our bookings. 
 
We always need help for the summer camp weeks (most of July and part of August). 
Let me know when you are helping out or if you need more info via email of call. 
  
Some extra help is needed on the following dates. You might wish to volunteer for a few hours 
or for the whole day. That is up to you. 
  
July 1st in Riverside Park for our onsite booth. Timeline from 7:30 AM to 6:00 PM 
 
July 8th for the Kamloops Heritage Railway event “Wizard Express” Timeline from 10:30-
11:30 AM The KHR event has a Harry Potter type theme so we will have our regular booth on 
site plus some demos that look like “magic”. e.g. cartesian diver and the blow up a balloon in a 
bottle.  
  
Aug 12th for the Kamloops Heritage Railway event “Steam Punk” Timeline from TBC 
(Details to follow.)  
 

Summer camps: Timeline 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
July 10-14, Junior Science Camp 
July 17-21, Arduino Camp 
July 24-28, (two camps) Field Camp & KIB Camp 
Aug 14-18, Junior Science Camp 2 
Aug 21-25, Robotics Camp 

 
I hope to see you soon. 
 
Gord Stewart 
Executive Director 
BIG Little Science Centre Society 
www.BLSCS.org, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
Cell: 250.319.0689.  Office: 250.554.2572 
Mail to: Box 882 Station Main, Kamloops, BC, Canada V2C 5M8 
Ship to: 655 Holt Street, Kamloops, BC, Canada V2B 5G2 
!!
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Phototropism and Mimosa 
Gordon Gore 

 

Mimosa pudica, sometimes called the sensitive plant, apparently originates in South America, where it is 
common. In Canada it is more of a novelty item. You may have tried touching or stroking the leaves of a 
mimosa, and observed how the leaves responded to touch by folding up. Within a few minutes, the leaves 
recover. To find out more about this phenomenon, 'google' "Mimosa and Thigmonasty". 
 Less obvious is the response of mimosa to light (or lack of light). This is called phototropism. 
 

 
 

As the sun goes down and only faint light enters the window of my room above these mimosa plants, the leaves 
fold up and the stems partially collapse.  

 

 
The window faces East. When the sun comes up, the mimosa leaves spread and turn toward the sun. This is 
phototropism. Mimosa are fascinating plants. They are a challenge to grow and take a long time to grow to 
maturity, but once established they are fascinating to observe. The mechanisms involved in thigmonasty and 
phototropism are quite complex, but might make a good source for a science project. 
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Wings, Wonderful Wings 
Gordon Gore Photos 

 

 
Soaring... 

 

 
      Parachuting...         Transporting... 

                   

 
Experimenting... 
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                          Learning...             Chasing... 
 

 
Displaying... 

 

Commuting... 
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Investigating...        Migrating... 
 

 
Shielding... 

 

 

                         Touching Down...                                            Threatening... 
 

And that is what wings are for. 
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Why Not Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre? 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre relies heavily on its volunteers. There are only two full-time 
paid staff, and some busy days there is enough work to do for possibly 5-6 people! The science 
centre has a hands-on room that is the size of a gymnasium, plus four classrooms set up for 
special demonstrations and hands-on laboratory activities.  
 

 
Volunteers can help in many ways: 

 
! Assisting visitors with the many displays in the hands-on rooms. Older children and 

adults can read the signs, but younger visitors may need help to use the equipment as it 
was intended. 

 
! Knowledgeable volunteers can actually help to present our shows. Retired science 

teachers can have a lot of fun doing science shows (and there is no marking to do when 
you go home!)  

 
! Young students considering a teaching career or a career that involves people skills can 

gain valuable experience in working with young people.  
 

! You may wish to help behind the scenes with preparation of materials, or with repairs of 
damaged displays.  

 
! You may wish to create new displays for the hands-on room or for our many 

demonstrations. 
 

! You may wish to help with marketing major events at the science centre. 
 

! On paper, we have a 'gift shop', but no one to attend to sales of the interesting science 
toys, books and calendars that are available. Saturdays and in the summer, someone with 
entrepreneurial skills might tend to the 'gift shop' on a regular basis.  

 
! Photography. The editor is not able to visit the centre often due to mobility issues. Most 

of my photos nowadays are of local wildlife that I can access on my electric scooter! It 
would be helpful to have a volunteer who is a competent people photographer, to capture 
events at the very busy centre. Your best photos can be emailed to the editor at this 
address: <gordongore0@gmail.com> However, the photos should be forwarded in a 
timely manner, perhaps the same day or a day after, so that they are current. (Make sure 
you have permission of parents of any young people whose photos you forward.) 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 

 
 

 


